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 Abstract 
As members of the Building Communities through 
Social Justice Learning and Living Cohort 
(BCSJLC), we are committed to the ideal of 
improving literacy in the surrounding Miami Valley 
community. In November of 2011 our cohort 
participated in the Cleveland Elementary School 
Book Buddy Program where we donated books to 
students in grades four and five and also special 
education. We were trained by Project READ to 
tutor students in grades K-8 and also young adults. 
Then we were assigned students in the Dayton Early 
College Academy and the Dayton Public Schools. 
The Dayton Early College Academy (DECA) is a 
college preparatory school for inner city high school 
students. Through tutoring in various subjects and 
interacting with the students one-on-one we learned 
the true importance of education, literacy, and the 
value in helping others succeed. When we tutored 
our students we worked to develop relationships 
where we could discuss how educational success 
may be difficult at times but how hard work had paid 
off for us. Our overall goal is to empower students to 
become better readers and better thinkers by means 
of social justice. Through our work and watching the 
students achieve small successes and understanding, 
our experience epitomized the Marianist ideals of 
learn, lead, and serve. The experience of working 
one-on-one with selected students, granted us 
friendships and inspiration by the youth of Dayton. 
Building Communities for Social 
Justice LLC Mission Statement 
 
We are a living learning community that: 
 
-engages in a process of intellectual inquiry 
 
-productively negotiates and creates space for critical 
listening and the free exchange of ideas 
 
-holistically integrates academic, residential, and co-
curricular experiences 
 
-deploys the particular methodologies of the 
Humanities disciplines, specifically those associated 
with the study of English, Philosophy, and Religion 
 
-fosters an interdisciplinary approach to fundamental 
human concerns, e.g., what it means to be human 
 
-focuses on apprehending and addressing issues of 
Social Justice, such as stewardship, solidarity with 
those different from us, commitment to the integrity 
and equality of all human life, and dedication to the 
common good 
 
-encourages undergraduate research that is informed 
by the experience of service learning 
 
DECA Mission Statement 
The Dayton Early College Academy is singularly 
focused on preparing urban learners from the Dayton 
Public School District to go to college and be the 
first in their families to graduate. 
The ancient Greek philosopher Plato (424-328) helped lay the foundation of Western philosophy 
and science through his sophistication and insight. His writings explored justice, beauty, and 
equality. Plato was the founder of the Academy in Athens, one of the first higher educational 
learning environments in Athens, Greece. The Republic, a Socratic dialogue written by Plato 
discussing the definition of justice and the qualities of just men and states, features the Allegory of 
the Cave (507b-509c). The allegory was placed into his dialogue to demonstrate the educational 
value in human nature and the desire we each have for education. In the allegory, a group of people 
are chained up in a cave facing one wall and only have seen shadows of objects projected by a fire 
located behind them their entire lives. These shadows have been their only perception of reality. 
One of the men is released out of the cave. He is exposed to the world and realizes the only images 
he had every known were in fact not reality. Once the freed prisoner is exposed to the sun and 
acclimates to the worldly environment, Plato informs us that it is his responsibility to return to the 
cave, where his eyes are unable to quickly adapt and see the shadows again. He explains to the 
prisoners the world as it truly is and their mistaken perception of reality. The prisoners label him 
stupid for his inability to see the shadows again which are their only world. This philosophical 
concept applies to our experience with the students of DECA by means of us having left the cave 
(high school) and being exposed to more knowledge and experience. We intend to project as much 
of our knowledge as possible to help ease the students transition through high school and beyond. 
The Cave 
John Rawls (1921-2002) was an American philosopher educated at Princeton University who taught at Cornell, Oxford, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, and Harvard. While teaching at Harvard, Rawls’ developed and composed his most prominent book, the 
Theory of Justice. The Theory of Justice (1971) was revolutionary in the philosophical community because it was innovative and fresh, 
pulling away from the previously centralized view of utilitarianism. This transition of the scholars from a system that was concentrated 
on benefiting the greatest number with the greatest good to a system that benefits everyone equally based on fairness contributes to 
modern philosophical views in society. In The Theory of Justice, Rawls’ proposed three theories in attempt of changing the fractures in 
society to create a more equality based system. His first theory, the “original position”, discusses the starting point where the designers 
of the society and rule makers decide on which basic rights each person must receive. Rawls’ second theory, the “veil of ignorance”, 
advances his first theory in stating these designers and rule makers must not know their societal rank in regards to class, race, and 
gender. With the knowledge of their social rank unknown, they would make unbiased decisions for the best of all people within society. 
His third theory, the “difference principle”, states that inequalities in an institution or social structure are to be measured by the effects 
on those at the least advantage in the society. Rawls’ instructed that each and every person has an equal right for success and are to be 
at an equal advantage with the rest of society. For our service learning, we worked one-on-one with students. This work reflects Rawls’ 
theory because he believes that justice and change can only begin at the individual level. 
 
A Theory of Social Justice 
Outcomes 
-Encourage the students of Dayton toward success.  
-Gain personal experience while assisting the students of Dayton. 
-Provide inspiration for students to overcome academic challenges and 
encourage higher education. 




My experience at DECA has increased my passion for assisting others. I 
enjoyed working with Ana and Elsa, helping them to overcome the 
challenges school can sometimes bring.  I mainly assisted them with 
mathematics and biology homework, while at the same time speaking 
Spanish to improve their second language skills. The feeling of happiness 
when assisting a person in need is immeasurable. I learned that patience 
and perseverance is the way toward success, and hope for a better future is 
invaluable.   
 
Brittany 
My experience with the students of the Dayton Public School System has 
been incredible. Not only have the students learned a lot, but so have I. I 
learned that every student has the same potential and opportunity as any 
other student. There is no differentiation between the students when they 
are trying their hardest in achieving success. These students wanted to 
overcome the struggles of an outside life while trying to do well in school. 
I assisted them with staying on the right path and making sure they 
succeed no matter what they do.  
 
Sarah 
As I reflect back on my experience during the service learning project, I 
could not be more amazed at the success and achievement received 
through this opportunity. Throughout the experience, I have made not only 
a new friendship in which I cherish, but I also learned the importance of 
holding every person to an educational level of equality. By discovering 
the potential in my assigned student I can now gather the importance of 
providing an equal learning environment for all. My experience has 
changed my view on service learning and exemplified the importance of 
equal opportunity not only in the Dayton community but globally. 
Working Together For A Greater Tomorrow 
A Social Justice Learning and Living Cohort Community Project 





Success is the only option at DECA. 
DECA promotes the power and strength of a quality education. 
DECA seniors sign this poster upon acceptance into college. 
 
The curriculum is very innovative and creative focusing on the success of the student. 
